MAKANI O KAUPULEHU/KA'ULUPULEHU

This work in progress, offers a sliver of the ‘ike or knowledge our elders and kiipuna
hold of wind relationships. Their comprehension and perception of nd makani is
intimate, specific to place, viewpoints and lines of learning. Many have multiple
perspectives: winds of the fisher, wa'a, navigator, farmer, cowboy, builder, roofer, surfer,
lei-maker, weaver and carver. Whether on the mountain, kula plains, shoreline or sea, a
person’s well being and safety may be greatly helped by knowing the nature and
personalities of local “kama‘aina” winds that move with regularity.

Ku'ulei Keakealani illustrates with words from her grandfather, Robert K. Keakealani
who was talking to his daughters about ‘opelu fishing far out to sea from Ka'ulupilehu
of Hualalai. The wind would dictate when fishing was over and the time to return home.”

We go. When we go make ‘opelu, we no can see home here. Yeah, paddle. When the
makani huli mai [wind turn around] like that, us come home. Yeah, [blows] from Maui.
We come home. We get our ‘opelu. The late Robert K. Keakealani
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Diverse Hawaiian disciplines and lineages of teaching, bring variations in wind
names—facets and multiple truths that are respected. Some winds such as A’e, are
similarly known throughout the islands. Others, unique to places as they bend
around mountains or merge with other makani to become new entities like the
Kaumuku wind also known as Kaumoku. May this kindle the keen observer in you.

“I ka nand no a ‘tkRe.” By observing one learns. ‘Olelo no‘eau 1186
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